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As noted elsewhere in this issue, the ECONEWS will not be published in September as it has gone to bimonthly
publication for awhile. However, RRAS has elected to continue monthly (September through May) publication, and
the September issue of The Sandpiper will be posted on the RRAS Web site (www.rras.org). It’s important that we
continue to inform our members about weekly birding field trips, especially during the start of fall migration. Other
important information, such as the Field Notes, welcome to new members, and the monthly members’ program,
will also be available.

Other ways to receive announcements about recently added field trips, reminders about upcoming
programs, meetings, public hearings, and the like of interest to members is to sign up for the RRAS listserv or to
send your e-mail address to Lew Norton, RRAS Membership, P.O. Box 1054, Eureka, CA 95502. Currently only
about 22% of RRAS members have provided their e-mail address, and during this time of uncertainty and flux for

the NEC, we need all available tools for notifying our members of events and activities.

To sign up for the listserv, go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rras or send e-mail to rras-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com. All posts should give complete information on the event, sponsor (limited to
nonprofit groups and governmental agencies), location, date, time, and contact. This site is not for reporting bird

sightings; other venues exist for that purpose.

It is our hope that this is just a temporary bump in the road and that The Sandpiper will again appear in

your mailbox as part of a monthly ECONEWS.

FIELD TRIPS

Carpooling to and on RRAS field trips is strongly
encouraged. It’s economical, it’s fun, and it’s the right
thing to do! Impromptu carpools to trips meet in the
following parking lots at the times indicated in the trip
announcements: Trinidad (Park & Ride, Main Street exit,
west side of Hwy 101), HSU (northwest corner of Harpst
and Rossow streets, opposite Student Services), Eureka
(Park & Ride, Herrick Avenue exit), and Fortuna (Park
& Ride, Kenmar Road exit). Be there a few minutes early
and see if anyone else is there for ridesharing. If you
would like to prearrange a carpool, try using the RRAS
listserv. Please offer your driver some gas money.

Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife
Sanctuary. These are our famous, rain-or-shine field
trips at the marsh; take your binocular(s) and have a great
morning birding! Meet in the Klopp Lake parking lot,
south end of I Street, at 8:30 a.m. Call Kerry Ross ([707]
839-4365) for more information. Carpools: Trinidad 8:10
a.m., Eureka 8:05 a.m., Fortuna 7:45 a.m. X

Sunday, August 9: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife
Refuge. This is a wonderful, 2- to 3- hour trip for people

wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area.
It takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the
birds! Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the
Refuge Visitor Center at 9:00 a.m. Call Jude Power
or David Fix ([707] 822-3613) for more information.
Carpools: Trinidad 8:10 a.m., HSU 8:25 a.m., Eureka
8:45 a.m., Fortuna 8:45 a.m. X

Sunday, August 16: Southern Humboldt Community
Park. Jay Sooter ([707] 444-8001) and Robert Sutherland

lead this monthly walk. All ages and experience levels
are encouraged to participate and revel in the beauty of
the park and its avian inhabitants on this easy 2- to 3-
hour walk. Binoculars are not provided, and dogs are
not allowed. Steady rain cancels. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in
the parking lot just off Kimtu Road in Garberville. Take
Sprowel Creek Road west, and immediately before the
bridge over the south fork of the Eel, turn left onto Kimtu
Road. Proceed down Kimtu for about 1/2 mile, and
turn left into the parking lot by the lone oak. Carpools:

Trinidad 6:30 a.m., HSU 6:50 a.m., Eureka 7:05 a.m.,
Fortuna 7:25 a.m. X

Sunday, September 6: Coastal Crescent City. RRAS
and the North Coast Redwood Interpretive Association
invite all bird and nature lovers to join wildlife biologist
Craig Strong for a morning of coastal birding and marine
mammal viewing. The 3-hour trip starts at 9:00 a.m. in the
Crescent City Harbor behind the Chartroom Restaurant,
where participants can expect to see seals and sea lions as
well as a variety of coastal birds such as pelicans, loons,
grebes, cormorants, buffleheads, and surf scoters. Strong
will share some of his research and the life histories of
these ocean-dependent creatures. The group will carpool
to different locations along the coast to observe marine
mammals and scope near-shore birds, possibly even
sighting the rare Marbled Murrelet.

Take Hwy 101 north to the Crescent City
Harbor. Turn west on Anchor Way to reach the Chartroom
Restaurant. For more information, call (707) 465-6191.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM

VAGRANTS AND TEENAGERS
LosT AnND Foump
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Join us as noted wildlife biologist, RRAS
board member, and founder of several
California bird observatories C.J. Ralph
describes the migration and routes of landbirds
as they travel from Alaska and Canada toward
the Neotropics. Many birds get lost along the
way, and C.J. will tell their story.

This program will be held on
Friday, September 11, 2009,
starting at 7:30 p.m.,
at the Humboldt County Office of Education
near the Burre Center at Myrtle and West
in Eureka. Bring a mug and enjoy shade-
grown coffee. Please help us ensure that our
meetings are fragrance-free.




